ITALIAN FOREIGN POLICY
Hard upon this first retreat came the British
raid on Taranto in which the Italian navy, after
constantly refusing action on the high seas, was
battered at anchor in its own base. Then on 7 De-
cember the Army of the Nile struck at Sidi Barrani
and in a lightning campaign of two months drove
Graziani's army not only from Egypt but from the
whole province of Cyrenaica. And with the R.A.F.
shooting the Italians from the skies above the
Channel, Albania, Libya, and the Mediterranean,
there was not a front upon which all three branches
of the Italian armed forces had not been catastro-
phically defeated.
The sensational resignations in December of
Marshal Badoglio, the Italian Commander-in-Chief,
and the High Command of the Navy, together with
the reports of rioting and unrest from many Italian
cities, have led people to canvass the possibility of
an internal collapse and of a revolt against the
Fascist regime. Germany, however, has provided the
answer. The Luftwaffe is now doing the work of the
Italian Air Force in Sicily and elsewhere, German
motorized units have arrived in Africa, and Ger-
many's armed intervention in the Balkans has put
an end to the daily scandal of Italy's performance in
Albania, We need not doubt that such sweeping
efforts to shore up Italy's crumbling military ecMce
have been undertaken by Germany only at the price
of equally sweeping concessions from Italy in the
sphere of government and the High Command.
Nearly all the principal Fascist ministers have been
sent to the front. We do not know, but we may
surmise, that it is Hitler's men who have taken
their place.
In other words, until Germany's military might
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